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SUBJ: ARTICLE ON US-AUSTRALIAN DIFFERENCES IN DECEMBER 
1972 BASED ON LEAKS 

t WEEKLY TABLOID "NATION REVIEW" OF JANUARY 11 HAS 
PRINTED ARTICLE BASED ON AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT CABLES 
BETWEEN CANBERRA AND WASHINGTON DURING LATE DEC. 1972 
AND EARLY JAN. 1973. THERE ARE QUOTATIONS FROM 
CLASSIFIED MESSAGES REPORTING HIGH LEVEL DISCUSSIONS OF 
AUSTRALIAN REACTION TO RESUMPTION OF BOMBING IN NORTH 
VIET NAM. ARTICLE EMPHASIZES SHARP 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN USG AND GOA AT THAT TIME. GOA HAS 
NOT DENIED AUTHENTICITY OF LEAKED MATERIALS. 

2. GOVERNMENT HOPES TO DISCOURAGE REPETITION BY 
ENERGETIC PUBLICIZED INVESTIGATIONS AND PRESSURE. 
REPORTER AND PUBLISHER INVOLVED ARE NOT LIKELY TO 
BE PROSECUTED, HOWEVER. 

3. OPPOSITION FOREIGN AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN ANDREW 
PEACOCK RELEASED STATEMENT CALLING UPON GOVERNMENT TO 
UNCOVER SOURCE OF LEAK, TO INFORM PUBLIC OF RESULTS, AND 
TO TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION. PEACOCK SAID THAT NO 
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AS LONG AS SUCH LEAKS MAY OCCUR. 

4. BOTH SECRETARY AND DEPUTYSECRETARY OF DEPARTMENT 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAVE TOLD US OF THEIR DISTRESS AT THIS 
DEVELOPMENT AND HAVE ASSURED US THAT INVESTIGATION WILL 
BE PUSHED HARD. THEY BELIEVE THAT LEAK PROBABLY OCCURRED 
FROM STAFF OF MINISTERS WHITLAM OR BARNARD RATHER 

THAN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND WILL THEREFORE BE HARD TO 
PIN DOWN. 

5. THERE IS VERY LITTLE NEW INFORMATION IN LEAKED 
MATERIAL. TIMING IS UNFORTUNATE BUT SOLID SUCCESS OF 
BARNARD VISIT, REFLECTED IN NUMEROUS EDITORIALS, HAS NOT 
BEEN SPOILED BY THIS SOUR DISTRACTION. EMBASSY IS 
REFERRING PRESS INQUIRIES TO GOA AND REMINDING REPORTERS 
THAT OUTCOME OF BARNARD VISIT PROVIDES CURRENT EXPRESSION 
OF POSITIVE US- AUSTRALIAN RELATIONS. 

6. US SHOULD NOT REACT PUBLICLY TO THIS UNFORTUNATE 
DEVELOPMENT. GOA IS EMBARRASSED, AS IT SHOULD BE. 

COPY OF ARTICLE HAS BEEN MAILED TO DEPARTMENT. 

HARROP 
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